Introduction
published a revision of Typhonium, based m ainly on study of the Asiatic species and incorporating the Australasian species recognised in Hay (1993) . The closely allied A ustralian endem ic genus Lazarum A. Hay, w ith one species, was erected by Hay (1992) . Generic delim itation and distribution of the tribe Areae, to which these genera belong, have been discussed by H ay (1992, 1993) .
Recent collecting by S.M.T. has turned u p three or four (some of the variation may be intraspecific) putatively new taxa of Areae in the N orthern Territory, all w ithin a short distance of Darwin. Of these, only one is yet know n in flower. The other two or three taxa, not m atching know n species vegetatively and not able to be ascribed w ith certainty to one or other of the above-m entioned genera, are now in cultivation at the Royal Botanic Gardens Sydney a n d /o r the Darwin Botanic Gardens. While it is unlikely that they will all become know n in flower and be validly nam ed before the deadline for subm ission of the Araceae m anuscript for Flora of Australia, it seems desirable to nam e the one that is m ore fully know n before that deadline is reached. These new taxa, added to those recognised in Hay et al. (1995) , bring the total num ber of indigenous A ustralian aroid species to 31 or 32. Deciduous geophyte; corm cream, hemispherical, c. 1.5 cm diam., orientated on its side; foliage leaves 5 together; petiole 4 cm long, sheathing in the lower 3.5 cm; free portion of petiole c. 1.5 m m diam., channelled; sheathing portion m em branous, weak, to c. 5 m m wide, subterranean; leaf blade dull light green, somewhat coriaceous, ± elliptic, the base obtuse, the tip shortly apiculate, blade of first foliage leaf m uch reduced, c. 1 cm long, the rem ainder c. 3.5 cm long x 1.7 cm wide; m idrib som ewhat prom inent at the base abaxially, elsewhere ± flush w ith lamina; prim ary lateral veins c. 3 on each side of the midrib, diverging at c. 30°, slightly im pressed abaxially, slightly raised adaxially. Inflorescence terminal, arising am ong the leaves of which some precede and some follow it (i.e. current grow th com prised of parts of each of two m odules of a sym podium); peduncle equalling the sheathing portion of the petiole, c. 2.5 m m diam., faintly angled in cross-section; lower spathe white w ith vertical m aroon stripes and a grey-m aroon ring at the top, cup-shaped, abruptly constricted at the apex, c. 1.2 cm diam., keeled abaxially, faintly longitudinally ribbed; spathe limb light green outside, brow nish m aroon w ithin, ± lanceolate, c. 5 cm long x 1.5 cm wide near the base, erect to slightly deflexed; spadix shorter than the spathe, 4.5 cm long, sessile; female zone c. 3 m m long; pistils acroscopic, narrow ly obpyram idal, ridged longitudinally, c. 1 m m tall, stigma very prom inent, dom e shaped, papillate; sterile interstice c. 1.7 cm long, naked except for filiform neuter organs in the lower 3 mm, very slender; neuter organs also distributed within and immediately below the female zone, c. 7 m m long, erect and straight except for curved-over distal 1 mm; male zone 6 m m long, 3m m w ide from the side, laterally compressed; male flowers not discernible as such, the zone ostensibly a mass of stam ens; anthers cream , sessile, dum b-bell-shaped from above, b u t w ith the connective c. twice the height of the thecae; appendix chocolate brown, sessile, c. 5mm wide at base in lateral view, compressed, c. 2 m m w ide in dorsiventral view, longitudinally ridged, rugose, tapering to a rather blunt point; infructescence unknown. Fig. 1 .
Derivation of epithet: this species is nam ed in honour of L.A.S. Johnson, venerable A ustralian botanist, following the occasion of his seventieth birthday. Briggs & Leigh, 1988] .
Notes:
The occurrence of neuter organs am ongst and below the pistils is not recorded in any other species of the genus (cf. Sriboonma et al. 1994) . Acroscopic pistils are also found in T. nudibaccatum A. Hay (Kimberleys) and T. jonesii (Tiwi Islands), in Lazarum and in the allied Indian Theriophonum Schott, but not apparently in Asiatic or other A ustralian Typhonium species, though T. filiforme Ridl. (Malay Peninsula, Thailand) approaches this state. The organization of the shoot in this species corresponds to stem type D in M urata's study of diversity of shoot m orphology in Typhonium (M urata 1990: fig. 5 ).
; v
Hay & Taylor, A new species of Typhonium Schott 565 Fig. 1. Typhonium johnsonianum. a, habit; b, spadix; c, pistils and neuter organs; d, stamens. Scale bar: a = 6 cm; b = 3 cm; c, d = 7 mm.
